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SHAMROCK ,
The Porterfield Residence .
Vicksburg, Warrem Oo, -
Mississippi

Cwner: Miss C.S.Porterfield.

Date of Erection: 1851,

Architect and Builder: No record.

. | ' ' Present Condit_ion: Poor.

Number of Stories: Three.

Materials of Construction: Brieck.

Other Existing Records: 8See text.

Additional Data: OSee following pages.,
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The Cld Porterfield Home

Vicksburg = Warren County Kiseisaippil

In the d&ys Just prior to the Civil War, Miss-
iselppit's architec ture had turned from Greek
pimplicity to an attenpt at splendor and show,
employing as much cést ornament as surfaces
would permit. ‘ . :

. "Shamrock® is 8 good example of the transi.
tion period. The house proper is & square
built three-story brick structure with identi-
cal verandse ocn both the river and the street
fronts. The verandas each have six tall Doric
pillars, springing from one story high square
pedestals, Both the pillars and pedestals are
sbuccor~dovered drick and approach true Torlc
deteil and proportions. The neck, however,is
ornamented with flat Acanthus leaves.

Above the columns is & massive weod entabla-
ture supporting a paneled wood parapet, The
lines of thie entablature and parapet are car-
ried in brick across the main body of the house,
and are broken only by two tall brick chimneys
on each side elevation, At one time the veran-
da or porch floors at the second story level
was surrounded by besutiful ornamental cast-and
wrought-iron railing, breaking in between the
columns: part of the railings are still in pla-
ce, There ie a brick retaining wall on the
etreet front and the grade is carried almost

; 'is_VEét{ :
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The 014 Porterfield Home
Vicksburg Warren County = Missiesippi

" The Porterfield Houss was erected in 1851 by
¥illiam Porter, This gentleman was one of
two brothers, William and John, who had come
over from Ireland in the 130's, Their family
name had been Porter in North Ireland.. After
"~ being in America & while they added the last

" syliable to the name, making it "Porterfield®,
Willism Porter and John Porter had originated
in County Tyrone, Ireland, near Strabane.
.Fhen William Porterfield had the big house
erected he callsd it #Shamrock" in honor of

his native land. He married a daughtsr of Joe
" Davis, brother of Jefferson Davis. Because of
this connection the Confederate chieftain visi-
ted the place before ang after the Civil War on
many occagions. '
.During the War Grant shelled the house, think-
ing it was Femberton's headquarters, but little
damace was done. Only one shell is said to have
fallen tre to its mark. B

.1t seems 1te occupaAnte mendged to livs in the
place even through the siege to surrender in
1863, With the fall of Vicksburg, Greant's regi-
méntes camped and billeted upon the grounds of
the home, The military occupancy seems to have
covered two or three years. In the 1870's '
claims were filed agzainst the government for
property commandeered during that military occu~-
pancy. Many famous officers of both sides in the
Civil War, including Albert Sidney Johnstone, had
occasion to towh upon the home-place of Williem
Porterfield. ' '

.The house now belongs to Miss Christine Smedes
Porterfield, and is wnoccupied. .
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to the verenda line. In the center of the
front wall on both elevations is a doorway
metif framed in wood. A% the third story
doorways are canffilever balconies forming

a unit With the doorways below., The bal-
conies originally had ornamental iron rail-
ings similar to the ones of the verandas be-
low, : '

" sThe side lights and transome of the entranc-
es are decorated with wood muntins separat-
ing small dismond-shaped panes of glass; the
door panels themselves are fomed with decore.
tive e&st composition arnaments; and there are
cast planted ornsmente on the entrance cornice
- mowldings. - The porch ceilinge are plastered
and are divided into three panels each, All
of the windows have exposed cast-lron lintels

- and wood shutters. The ¥indows of the gecond
and third steries open all the way down o the
floor lines. The roof, ¥hich is geldom, if
ever, seen, is slate.

+The interior ig & symmetrical layout, having
the typical’through' wide central hallways on
each floor, but differing from the earlier
plang in that this hall also served as the
stair hall, The stalrway starts on the ground
floor with a clumsy newell and terminates in
a well directly over this flight on the fop
fleor. Each story stair is a single unbrok-
en flight of steps directly against the hall-
way wall, The long narrow wells are formed
by circle curves from the stair railing, with
about one foot diameter at their intersection,



.On the faseia of the open stringers are plant-
ed wood-carved leaf designe, these occur at ea-
¢h riser and slso continuously around the well
fasctzk. On the ground floor to the left of
the hall is a single long room, at one time two
roome, assumed because of the dropped center
bean and the two mantels; on the right side are
two rooms nearly square. The ceilings of this
story are low, '

.The floor here is 12"x 12"dlagonally 1aid mar-
ble baving, The veranda floor of this story
is brick, and on one front was likely used as

a carriage drive, ' '

.0n the first floor (second story) are four al.
moet square rooms, used &s parlor, library on
oneé side, drawing room and living room on the
other, separated by large sliding doors. This
etory ie more lavishly ornamented with doors
and windows framed with broad wood pilasters,
and decorated comices. The placter comices
here are adorned with fcanthus corbele separat-
ed by plaster laurel wreaths, and banded by
moulded cornice members with egg and dart and
tongue membere. On the third story {on second
floor) are the bed rooms. Tiis plan is the
same ag the one below, but there are no slid-
ing doore, and most of the ormament is omit.
ted, All of the door panele on the first floor
are formed by bands of composition leafl orns-
ments planted on a flat mouldings.




‘«There ig a fireplace in every room, but the
mantels have been removed,
.In the early years, "Shamrock" gardens and
grounds mat have been begutiful, the vistas
to the Yazoo and Missisesippl Rivers were more
_ or less wnbroken, & proper setting for one of

the South's proudest mansions.
.The houge today is almost a complete wreck,
and ie probably condemned as unsafe by the
City of Vicksburg. In all probability, if
ne attempot at restoration is wade, another
decade will find ohly & mass of ruins on the
site of a show place of long ago,
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